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A Scenic Tour of Northern Nebraska
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Day 1

Nestled between the picturesquePine Ridge, 308432-
4401, to the south and the immense and widepen High b
Plains country to the north and west, Chadron enjoys one 0
the most scenic locations of any Nebraska town. Thif
community of more than 5,000 people ad the surrounding
area boast excellent attractions and tourism services tg
keep your group happy and wanting to come back for more
Established in 1926 ,Chadron State Park, 308-432-6167, is L
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activities, such as paddleboats, black powdejs
demonstrations, hiking and sightseeing. The park is nestleg
within towering pine trees and rugged buttes, affording
group tours with ample photo opportunities. Services can be
provided to groups for meals and meetings. Advance noticg= .
is required for groups.

The Museum of the Fur Trade , 6321 Highway 20, 308432-3843, is located just
outside Chadron. This oneof-a-kind facility displays artifacts from the lucrative fur-



http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=42
http://www.furtrade.org/
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trading industry that was once a thriving business in northwest Nebraska in the
early 1800s. The Bordeaux Trading Post, built in 1837, stands on the museum
grounds and is listedon the National Register of Historic Places.

Attractions in Chadron include theMari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center , 1000 Main

St., 308432-6401, located on the campus of Chadron State College. The centeradicated

to the study of Nebraska and High Plains culture, literature and history. The Heritage Room
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341 Country ClubRoad, 308432-4999, shares the story of the area throughout several

buildings of the museum complex, such as an original log house and barn, schoolhouse and

railroad caboose.

World-renowned western historical author Mari Sandoz wrote about her life in
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collection of her works in its Mari Sandoz Room, 117 Main St., 3@82-9972. Your
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literary scene.The Mari Sandoz Homestead is 30 miles south of Gordon on Highway

27, and tours are available from the Gordon Tourist Information Center, 30382-

0730. View cowboy memorabilia from the late 1800s to present day at the F8tate

Old Time Cowboy Museum, 30860-1447. The Scamahorn Museum, 360838-7643,
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Explore the scenery along the Bridges to Buttes Scenic Byway (Highway 20) to

Merriman and the Arthur Bowring Sandhills Ranch State Historical Park , 308

684-3428. The park has a long history that stretches back to 1854. The visitor

center, outbuildings and ranch house document the history of ranching in the

Sandhills, and chronicle the lives of Arthur and Eve Bowring. Both believed strongly

in community service and dedicated a great deal of time in the public forum. Eve

was the first woman from Nebraska to serve in the United States Congress as a
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politics.

The Sandhills Spirit of the West , 402-823-4131, in Nenzel is the perfect way to end
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Your tour can sit back and relax for a spell on a rustic wagon ride, and learn about

OEA AOAAG O mErk ah@ rfar@hiny wasAfiord lodkl cowboys and ranchers.
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oven cobbler, biscuits, coffee, cowboy beanand a mouthwatering rib eye steak.

Group reservations required.

ValentnrA EO . AAOAOEAS O O376269| dndDoffetsAyPUE @ydup & 6 o Tty
wide variety of exciting outdoor activities, including canoeing, hiking, biking,

wildlife watching and even stargazing. Each July, Valentine hosts thennual

Nebraska Star Party , 402-489-8197, when amateur and professional astronomers

from around the world come here to view the night sky in one of the darkest places



http://www.csc.edu/sandoz
http://www.chadron.com/memberpages/dchm/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=276
http://www.nebraskastarparty.org/siteinfo.html
http://www.nebraskastarparty.org/siteinfo.html
http://www.nebraskastarparty.org/siteinfo.html

41 00 wg #OOEOEIT 6 $1 x1 OEA

in the country? the Sandhills. Valentine also is home to NeArOEAS O EECEAOO xA(
located in Smith Falls State Park, 402-376-1306.
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the Gwboy Recreation and Nature Trail will extend 321 miles from Norfolk to

Chadron. A portion of this trail already is completed around the city. On February
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from Valentine with the official Valentine postmark.
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from arts and craft shops, The Gallery, 226 N. Main St., 40376-3834) and

bookstores (Plains Trading Company , 269 N. Main St., 40376-1424) to a cyber
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Wearhouse, 143 N. Main St., 80858-4398. Dining atPeppermill Steakhou se, 112

N. Main St., 40876-1440, or * 1 O A AMDEB06-7255, and dancing or stomping
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Valentine sits inthe Nebraska Sandhills, which cover an area of more than 19,000
square miles, and is the largest grasstabilized sand dune region in North America.
However, these Sandhills are not a desert, but instead sit above one of the largest
underground water reservoirs in the world? the Ogallala Aquifer. The groundwater
rises to the surface in many places, creating marshes, small lakes and bubbling
springs.

Established in 1935, the Valentine National Wildlife Refuge , 308-376-1889,
covers more than 70,000 acres and is a paradise for outdoorsmen and wildlife
watchers. More than 240 bird species have been identified on the various lakes and
marshes.
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Niobrara River. Trips with the Heartland Elk Guest Ranch, 402-376-1124, near

Valentine take your group tour past sheer cliffs, through wooded passages, and

down one of the most scenic rivers in theauntry.

The ultimate wilderness experience awaits
your group tour at Graham Canoe Ouitfitters ,
402-376-3708, near Valentine. Canoe trips,
tandem and solo kayak trips, tubing trips, and
some of the best timesyour group tour will
ever experience are waiting for you! So, grab
your swimming suit, sunscreen, and a camera
and have one of the best rides of your life!

Take Highway 83 five minutes south of



http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=308
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.peppermillsteakhouse.com/
http://www.jordansfinedining.com/
http://www.fws.gov/valentine
http://www.heartlandelk.com/
http://www.grahamoutfitters.com/

