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Welcome to Scottsbluff/Gering, also known as 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ4×ÉÎ #ÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 7ÅÓÔ ÏÆ 'ÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ Scotts 
Bluff National Monument , 308-436-4340, a 
prominent landmark used by American 
Indians and pioneers along the Oregon and 
Mormon Trails. A drive (or hike along the 1.6 
mile Saddle Rock Trail) to the top of the 
monument allows a tremendous view of the 
entire North Platte River Valley. Wagon ruts 
are still visible at the base of the monument, and a gift shop and museum are located 
in the ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ 
history are featured.  
 
Explore the history of farm and ranch equipment with vintage horse-drawn and 
steam-powered engines in the Farm and Ranch Museum , 2930 M St., 308-436-
1989. If your group tour comes during the third weekend in September, make plans 
to watch live demonstrations of various farming equipment during the annual 
Harvest Festival.  
 
Enjoy pine-covered canyons and rugged rock buttes at the Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, 308-436-3777, a short drive south of Gering. Nestled within the Wildcat 
Hills , the nature center is located in one of the most beautiful regions of Nebraska. 
An abundance of native wildlife can be enjoyed from the information centerȭÓ ÄÅÃË 
or along the more than three miles of hiking trails throughout the park.  
 
Two museums in Gering that are worth visiting are the Wyo-braska Museum of 
Natural History , 850 U St., 308-436-7104, which houses more than 300 mounted 
zoological specimens from around the world; and the North Platte Valley M useum, 
308-436-5411, which chronicles the history of the area through a variety of 
impressive displays, including a sod house, one-room schoolhouse, and agricultural 
equipment from bygone days.  
 
The main lines of the western migratory trails converged at Robidoux Pass. Today, 
you can visit the reconstructed Robidoux Trading Post  in beautiful Carter Canyon, 
ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ 'ÅÒÉÎÇȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÁÃËÓÍÉÔÈ ÓÈÏÐ ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒ ÇÒÁÖÅÓ ÎÅÁÒ 
the trading post. Contact the Gering Convention and Visitors Bureau for tour 
information: 308-436-6886. The trading post is located on a dirt road, and no 
services are available along the road or at the site. 
 

http://www.nps.gov/scbl
http://www.nps.gov/scbl
http://www.nps.gov/scbl
http://www.farmandranchmuseum.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.wyobraskawildlifemuseum.com/
http://www.wyobraskawildlifemuseum.com/
http://www.npvm.org/
http://www.geringtourism.com/robidoux.php
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Across the North Platte River, Scottsbluff boasts a very impressive arts centerɂthe 
West Nebraska Arts Center , 106 E. 18th St., 308-632-2226. It features a variety of 
artistic activities, including a gallery and gift shop that sells locally made gifts.  
 
The Riverside Zoo , 1600 S. Beltline Highway West, 308-630-6236, is an impressive 
facility that features more than 300 animals representing 97 animal species from 
around the world. Excellent picnic facilities and walking paths are available. Enjoy a 
panoramic view of Scotts Bluff National Monument as you sip a refreshing glass of 
wine at the Prairie Vine Vineyard and Winery , 308-623-2955.  
 
The Fillingham Exotic Animal Farm , 308-623-1164, in Morrill, west of Scottsbluff 
on Highway 26, offers guided tours of exotic animals throughout the 275-acre farm. 
Some of the rare animals include a Z-donk, a zebus and an onyx. Reservations for 
guided tours are required.  
 

Tour A: Westward Tra ils  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ +ÉÍÂÁÌÌ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ Á ȰWind Farmȟȱ σπψ-474-4759, on the 
horizon where seven large wind turbines convert the ever-present Nebraska wind 
into energy. Each turbine stands nearly 350 feet tall, with the blades and turbine 
weighing more than 40 tons. You must make prior arrangements for on-site access.  
 
+ÉÍÂÁÌÌ ÉÓ ÂÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȱ-ÉÓÓÉÌÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 53!ȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ςππ -ÉÎÕÔÅÍÅÎ 
missiles were housed in the immediate area during the Cold War. Today a 100-foot 
disarmed missile stands in Gotte Park , 308-235-3782, as a monument to the Cold 

http://www.nebraskarts.com/wnac/aboutus.php
http://www.riversidezoo.com/
http://www.prairievine.com/
http://www.nmppenergy.org/KimballWindProject
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War. The park offers picnic and restroom facilities. Downtown Kimball has several 
fine specialty stores for shoppers.  
 
Come fill your bags to the brim with nuts, candy, spices, gourmet chocolates, 
homemade jellies, preserves and hundreds of other tantalizingly delicious goodies 
at #ÁÒÏÌȭÓ .ÕÔ ,ÉÓÔ, 600 E. Third Ave., 308-235-4826.  
 
What covers more than 20,000 square feet, has a 47-ton garage door, a 120-foot 
long access hallway, and once accommodated a 67-foot-long, 278,000-pound 
ÍÉÓÓÉÌÅȩ 7ÈÙȟ +ÉÍÂÁÌÌȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ underground house of course! Built in a renovated 
former Atlas E Missile site , 308-235-2708, this home and its tenants will truly 
amaze you with the story of why they live underground and how they make this 
massive space livable.  
 
The small town of Potter boasts an old-fashioned soda fountain that serves 
homemade food and ice cream desserts in a restored downtown drugstore. The 
Potter Sundry , 308-879-τυτψȟ ÉÓ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ 4ÉÎ 2ÏÏÆ 3ÕÎÄÁÅÓȢ 0ÏÔÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ 
historical foundation has helped to renovate and restore a number of downtown 
buildings. A former hardware store has been renovated into an enjoyable flea 
market called A Collective Gathering , 326 Chestnut St., 308-879-4311, where 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÂÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÏÒ ÂÁÒÇÁÉÎÓȢ Chestnut Street Memory 
Station , 947 Sherman St., 308-879-4466, is a renovated gas station that specializes 
in antiques, collectibles and jukeboxes. You might even find a vintage jukebox to 
play those old Elvis records at your next party. A reading garden offers solace and a 
nice place to enjoy the day. Restroom facilities are available at the senior center.  
 
Sidney is home to #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓɂÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÏÕÔÆÉÔÔÅÒȟ ρρυ #ÁÂÅÌÁ $ÒȢȟ 
308-254-7889. This Nebraska-based international mail -order business started as a 
home-ÂÁÓÅÄ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÓÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÌÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌȢ 4ÏÄÁÙ #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓ ÈÁÓ Á 
mailing list of more than three million people from around the globe, and visitors to 
Sidney can shop in the giant retail store located along Interstate 80. Bargain hunters 
ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÅȭÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÐÉÅÃÅ ÉÓ 
a giant man-made mountain featuring dozens of mounted animals climbing to its 
peak. Dining and restroom facilities are available.  
 
Discover 3ÉÄÎÅÙȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÔ Fort Sidney Museum and Post 
#ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ (ÏÍÅ, 1153 6th Ave., 308-254-2150. Fort Sidney was originally 
constructed to protect Union Pacific Railroad workers from Sioux, Cheyenne and 
Arapahoe Indians who were opposed to the railroad running through their territory.  
 
No stop in Sidney is complete without spending some quality shopping time at 
Cabin Country Designs, 664 Glover Rd., 308-254-4511. Wooden carvings, beautiful 
pieces of art, high-quality wooden furniture, crafts, antique painted windows, and 
more gift ideas than you can shake a stick at are at your fingertips. Even better is 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÓÔÉÃËÅÒ ÓÈÏÃËɂbig city quality and value, but small town prices!  

http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.cabincountrydesigns.com/
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Spend time getting better acquainted with your 
green thumb at 2ÉÃËÙ ÁÎÄ ,ÕÃÙȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙ 
Greenhouse, 11732 Road 32, 308-254-2204. 
All perennials, annual plants, herbs, and 
vegetables are organically grown at the 
greenhouse, which means a happier you and a 
healthier environment. Learn the art of 
processing fresh herbs and spices before 
heading out to the orchards to pick your own 
fruit and vegetables. Nothing tastes better than 
when you pick it yourself! 
 
Once a bustling cowboy town with a very colorful reputation, Ogallala now is a 
family-friendly town that embraces its colorful western past. Be sure to make time 
to visit Front Street , 519 E. 1st St., 308-284-6000, to watch The Crystal Palace 
Revue and Shoot Outɂ.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÅÓÔ-running summer theatre. Belly up to the 
bar for a sarsaparilla or other beverage to wet your whistle while you watch 
showgirls and desperados perform. Plan a visit to the Petrified Wood Gallery , 525 
E. 1st St., 308-284-9996, after the show. This natural history gallery specializes in 
ancient woods, fossils and American Indian artifacts. The Ogallala/Keith County 
Tourism Office, 204 East A St, 308-284-4066, can arrange a visit to legendary Boot 
Hill  and the stately Mansion on the Hill .  
 
/ÇÁÌÌÁÌÁ ÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ Ȱ"ÉÇ -ÁÃȱ ÏÒ Lake McConaughyɂthe largest inland lake in the 
region, 308-284-ψψππȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁËÅ ÉÓ Á ×ÁÔÅÒ ÌÏÖÅÒȭÓ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÁÎÄ 
beaches, excellent fishing and relaxing lounges on a boat in the middle of the water. 
The Lake McConaughy Visitor/Water Interpretive Center , 308-284-8800, is 
.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÍÕÓÅÕÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
past, present and future. With advance notice, the Ogallala/Keith County Tourism 
Office can arrange a beach party, boat rides and a tour of Kingsley Dam . From late 
December to early March, the Bald Eagle Viewing Center , 308-284-2332, is open 
below the dam, and is one of the best locations in the region to view these 
magnificent birds. 
 
View one of the largest, privately held lilac collections in the countryɂThe Lilacs of 
Meadowlark Hill , 308-284-ςυςτȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÉÓ -ÁÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Ȱ,ÉÌÁÃ 4ÉÍÅȟȱ 
when the air is heavy with the perfume wafting from these beautiful flowers.  
 
Explore the land of grapes and honey at South Fork Vineyard , 845 Road East D, 
308-248-6394, near Ogallala. Not only can your group tour stroll through the 
vineyards while sipping a delicious glass (or two) of Nebraska wine, they can take 
home a variety of honeybee products. Pure Nebraska honey, flavored honey cream, 
honey sticks, natural soaps and lotions, beeswax candles, and savory honey spread 
are just some of the many bee products available at the vineyard. Afterward, spend a 
pleasant time picking your own grapes.  

http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.megavision.net/frontstreet/
http://www.petrifiedwoodgallery.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=99
http://www.cnppid.com/
http://www.southforkvineyard.com/

