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Tour 5: Day Tours from Valentine

Tour 5
Day Tours from Valentine and Central Nebraska
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2969, and offers your group a wide variety of exciting &
outdoor activities, including canoeing, hiking, biking, §"
wildlife watching and even stargazing. Each Jul
Valentine hosts the Annual Nebraska Star Party ,
402-489-8197, when amateur and professional
astronomers from around the world come here to
view the night sky in one of the darkest places in thef’g
country? the Sandhills. Valentine also is home&o
. AAOAOGEAB8O EECEAOOSmkhAFAIA (B
State Park, 402-376-1306.
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will pass through Valentne? the Cowboy Recreation
and Nature Trail will extend 321 miles from Norfolk to Chadron. A portion of this
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Valentine postmark.
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from arts and craft shops, The Gallery, 226 N. Main St., 40376-3834) and

bookstores (Plains Trading Company , 269 N. Main St.402-376-1424) to a cyber

AAsEi ATA TTA T &£ OEA AOAAGI IOAQCEAOGT ADDBOA C
Wearhouse, 143 N. Main St., 80658-4398. Dining atPeppermill Steakhouse, 112

N. Main St., 40876-1440, or * | O A AMDXEB06-7255, and dancing or stomping
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Valentine sits in the Nebraska Sandhills, which cover an area of more than 19,000
square miles, and is the largest grasstabilized sand dune region in North America.
However, these Sandhills are not a desert, but instead sit above one of the largest
underground water reservoirs in the world? the Ogallala Aquifer. The groundwater
rises to the surface in many places, creating marshes, small lakes and bubbling
springs.

Established in 1935, the Valentine National Wildlife Refug e, 308376-1889,
covers more than 70,000 acres and is a paradise for outdoorsmen and wildlife
watchers. More than 240 bird species have been identified on the various lakes and
marshes.



http://www.nebraskastarparty.org/siteinfo.html
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=308
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=308
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=308
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.youngswestern.com/
http://www.peppermillsteakhouse.com/
http://www.jordansfinedining.com/
http://www.fws.gov/valentine
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Niobrara River. Trips with the Heartland Elk Guest Ranch, 402-376-1124, near
Valentine take your group tour past sheer cliffs, through wooded passages, and
down one of the most scenic rivers in theountry.

The ultimate wilderness experience awaits your group tour atGraham Canoe
Oultfitters , 402-376-3708, near Valentine. Canoe trips, tandem and solo kayak trips,
tubing trips, and some of the best timesgour group tour will ever experience are
waiting for you! So, grab your swimming suit, sunscreen, and a camera, and have
one of the best rides of your life!

Take Highway 83 five minutes south of Valentine to the historiBryan Bridge , 402-
376-2969, which was constructed in 1932 over the Niobrara River. The scenic
overlook offers a spectacular view of the river and the old train trestle bridge that is
part of the nationally designated Cowboy Recreation and Nature Trail.

Southwest of Valentine Merritt Reservoir State Recreation Area , 402-376-3320,

is a massive reservoir set in the middle of the Sandhills. Merritt Reservoir covers
nearly 3,000 acres, has an impressivd4 miles of shoreline, and offers some of
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Restaurant, 402-376-3320, where you also can soak in a panoramic view of the
reservoir. Located adjacent to the reservoir isSamuel R. McKelvie National

Forest, 402-823-4154. This 115,703acre forest is a mixture of forest and prairie

deep in the Sandhills.



http://www.heartlandelk.com/
http://www.grahamoutfitters.com/
http://www.grahamoutfitters.com/
http://www.grahamoutfitters.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=115
http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska
http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska
http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska
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Tour A: Sandhills Kicks

‘Nenzel

Valentine

Bassett

Ainsworth

-
|
|
{
|
;
{
{
!

e s Omaha
- Ogallala— ) R |
—nty ~ o el ]
j - > @'*Lincoln é 3
|
{
l

As you enter the Fort
Niobrara National Wildlife
Refuge, 402-376-0 X Y wh

Thedford =

cross the Niobrara River on B or

Cornell Bridge. Nearby is one

of several access points for Dunning

canoeing and tubing along

th_e scenic  river. qut 6 0 510 20 Miles
Niobrara was established in

1912 with six bison, 17 elk
and a few deer on land
donated to the federal government. Today, the refuge spans more than 19,000

square miles and is home to the Great Plains bison, the blaiziled prairie dog, elk

and other resident wildlife. In addition, more than 200 species of migratory birds

have been identified in the refuge. Groups can view wildlife uplose in a drive
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appreciated.

Ainsworth was proclaimed £ A O#1 O1 OOU - OOEA #ADPEOAI 1T & . |
1992, and to celebrate this distinction the town hosts the National Country Music

Festival each AugustThe history of the area is preserved at theSellors Barton

Museum, 402-387-2740, located in a log cabin
in Court House Park. Two bed and breakfastg
the Ainsworth Inn _, 400 N. Main St., 40387-
0408, and Upper Room, 409 N. Wilson St.,
402-387-0107, can provide meals or tea for
your group.
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Long Pine is located in a deeforested canyon [
near the crystal clearLong Pine Creek, 402-



http://www.fws.gov/fortniobrara/
http://www.fws.gov/fortniobrara/
http://www.fws.gov/fortniobrara/
http://www.fws.gov/fortniobrara/
http://www.ohareranch.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=110
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Pine Creek from the Cowboy Trail bridge is worth a stop.
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Phillips 66 Gas Station, 402-684-2263. Built in 1927, the gas station was

painstakingly restored to its glory days and today houses memorabilia from the

service station. Have your photograph taken on the adjacent boardwalkefore

walking across the street to theR.F. Goeke Sundries 402-684-2263, and stepping

back into the 1940s. Recall the days of the candy counter and aisle after aisle of

buttons and notions. Make your way toward the back of the store and reminisce

about bygone days while you devour your favorite sundae or malt at the perfectly

restored, old-fashioned soda fountain.

Wile away the time riding in a Conestoga wagon to view a herd of nearly 1,000 bison

at the Hutchi nson Buffalo Ranch, 402-273-4574, near Rose. Other stops along the

guided Perfect 10 Buffalo Tour include enjoying a drink from a natural artesian well
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ranch.

Renowned as tle smallest county seat in the nation, Brewster offers scenviews of

the North Loup Riverand is rich in history of horse thieves and saloonkeepers. Two

businesses cater to the group tour market 51 Al A 385478710, and the

Sandhills Guest Ranch, 308547-ct o8 51 Al A " OAE8O EO A COA/
mouth-watering meal while surrounded by rustic Old West charm. The Sandhills

Guest Ranch offers horseback rides, cookouts and storytelling with advance rogti

The Double L Gift Shop, 308-547-0420, offers a touch of Nebraska where you can

take back locally made and handcrafted gifts. Ask about feeding the goats once your

tour is finished shopping.

Creativity is queen atSandhills Pottery , 308-538-2241, in Dunning, an excellent
place to stop and learn how pottery is made from the wheel to the final piece. The
studio is open for tours and offers a wonddul gift shop for finding the perfect
souvenir.

Halsey is the gateway to thé\ebraska National Forest ? the largest handplanted
forest in the nation, 308533-2257. This oasis in the Sandhills offers groups a
variety of fun-filled activities, including nature trails and a panoramic view ofthe
surrounding landscape from atop an observation tower. Picnic and restroom
facilities are available.

Thedford is home to theThedford Art Gallery , 509 Court St., 308&645-2586. The
gallery is owned and supported by Thedford Art Guild volunteers and offers some of
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http://www.organic-buffalo.com/
http://www.unclebuckslodge.com/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska
http://thedford.org/thedfordartgallery.htm




