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The Central Nebraska Tri-Cities Region (Kearney, 
Hastings, and Grand Island) offers group tour 
planners a vast selection of tour options. Each of 
the three cities has excellent overnight 
accommodations and meal options that are ideal 
for your group. The spring months are an 
excellent time to visit central Nebraska to spend 
time with a half million Sandhill cranes that use 
the area as a stopover on their migration between 
early March and mid April. Just a few minutes 
south of Kearny and Grand Island near Hastings, you can witness the awesome 
spectacle of more than 10 million ducks and geese as they migrate through the 
Rainwater Basin. Each of the three cities offers excellent wildlife viewing options 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÁÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÉÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÈÉÌl cranes migration is truly 
a remarkable site and one that your group will cherish for years to come. 
 
Make sure you visit Rowe Sanctuary and Iain Nicolson Audubon Center , 308-
468-5282, near Gibbon, 30 minutes southeast of Kearney off Interstate 80. This 
1,250-acre wildlife sanctuary is located on the banks of the Platte River. In early 
spring, more than one-half million Sandhill cranes pass through the area on their 
northward migration. Trips to crane viewing blinds are available every morning and 
evening in March and the first week in April. The Nicolson Audubon Center offers 
stunning views of the Platte River, interpretive displays, gift shop, and trails. An 
interesting tidbit about the facility is that it was constructed entirely of hay bales. 
Reservations are required for crane season viewing blinds in March.  
 
The Tri-cities Region of Kearney, Hastings and Grand Island each offer excellent 
lodging accommodations and meal options that will suit your group tour needs. 
 
Just east of Kearney, you will literally drive under The Great Platte River Road 
Archway Monument , 877-511-2724. Locally known as the Arch, no tour of 
Nebraska is complete without a stop at the only tourist attraction in America that is 
located over a federal interstate highway. Built to commemorate the westward 
ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟ ÔÈÅ !ÒÃÈ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ )ÎÄÉÁÎ 
habitants, the Mormon, Oregon and California Trails, and the pioneers who traveled 
these early routes. Other exhibits highlight the expansion of the railroad that 
founded many Nebraska towns, the Overland Stagecoach and Pony Express, the 
Lincoln Highway, as well as modern marvels, such as the telegraph and fiber optics. 
Your group will learn about the history of transportation and communication along 

http://www.rowesanctuary.org/
http://www.archway.org/
http://www.archway.org/
http://www.archway.org/
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the famous Platte River Road through magnificent interactive exhibits and stunning 
audio/visual effects. The Arch also includes a food court and gift shop.  
 
See Nebraska in a whole new way at the Museum of Nebraska Art  (MONA), 2401 
Central Ave., 308-865-8559, which features works of art that highlight Nebraska 
and the Great Plains in 11 exciting galleries. This impressive museum is housed in a 
1911 Renaissance revival historic post office that is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. In addition to works by great artists, such as George Catlin, Robert 
Henri, J. Laurie Wallace, Grant Reynard, and John Falter, MONA boasts an original 
collection of works by John J. Audubon that focuses on indigenous Nebraska wildlife. 
4ÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ υȟπππ ×ÏÒËÓ ÂÙ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓ ÏÆ 
regional, national and international importance, prints and a number of impressive 
rotating collections. Visitors can relax and stroll outdoors through the Cliff Hillegass 
Sculpture Garden and browse through the museum shop for that perfect gift.  
 
For the nature lover, be sure to stop at #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓ, 3600 Highway 30, 308-237-7999, 
in KearneyɂÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÏÒÌÄȭÓ &ÏÒÅÍÏÓÔ /ÕÔÄÏÏÒ /ÕÔÆÉÔÔÅÒȢȱ  
 
7ÁÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÌÙ ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ +ÅÁÒÎÅÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 
George Washington Frank, who developed projects that helped Kearney grow in the 
late 1800s, built the three-story George E. Frank House, 2010 W. 24th St., 308-865-
8284, in 1889. An annual Christmas walk at the Frank House starts after 
Thanksgiving and lasts for two weeks. Tours of the house can be arranged for 
ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎȭÓ 4ÉÆÆÁÎÙ ×ÉÎÄÏ× ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÆÅ× ÓÕÃÈ 
windows located in private residences in the Great Plains region. A Union Pacific 
depot, train caboose and six turn-of-the-century buildings at the Trails and Rails 
Museum , 710 W. 11th St., 308-234-3041, highlight the importance that the railroad 
had on the region. As you explore Kearney, be on the lookout for Cranes on 
Paradeɂ6-foot fiberglass cranes, each one an original work of art. 
 
Beer and pizzaɂÔÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ËÉÎÄÁ ×ÁÒÍÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÙȩ 7ÅÌÌ ÔÈÅÎ 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÌÕÃËȦ Thunderhead Brewery , 18 E. 21st St., 308-237-1558, offers award 
winning beer and delicious pizza baked in a stone oven that will be sure to satisfy 
even the most discriminating of beer and pizza connoisseurs. Tours of the brewery 
can be requested.  
 
-ÕÃÈ ÏÆ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ȰÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÔÅÎ ÐÁÔÈȱ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÁÉÒȟ 
golden sunsets, wide open sky and prairie, and sparkling lakes and rivers hold court. 
4ÈÅÒÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÈÁËÅ Á ÓÔÉÃË ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 
Nebraska or call the state home. Three fun-filled tours from Kearney take you to 
experience the many hidden gems, treasures, and funky places that make Nebraska 
a unique destination. Contact: Sandhills Guest Ranch, 308-547-2460. 
 

http://monet.unk.edu/mona/
http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.frankhouse.org/
http://www.bchs.us/museum.html
http://www.bchs.us/museum.html
http://www.bchs.us/museum.html
http://www.cranesonparade.com/
http://www.cranesonparade.com/
http://www.cranesonparade.com/
http://www.thunderheadbrewing.com/
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Hastings is a lively community that regularly 
caters to the group tour market. The 
Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural 
History , 1330 N. Burlington Ave., 402-461-
4629, has one of the best natural history 
collections in the region, including the 
Ȱ0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÉÎÓȱ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ 
prehistoric times to historic trails and 
pioneer towns.  
 
Hey Kool-Aid! Kool-Aid: Discover the Dream is 

ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÆÁÖorite soft 
drinks. Lifelike murals and replicas, a fiber-optic river of Kool-Aid, interactive 
kiosks, and the original Kool-Aid Man costume help to tell the story.  
 
The Groundwater Discovery Adventure teaches visitors about the Ogallala Aquifer (a 
large underground water reserve located underneath the Great Plains region) and 
the importance of groundwater to the settlement and development of the central 
plains. Some displays in this exhibit include a floor-to-ceiling mural of a prairie 
landscape, paleontology dig areas, a simulated spring that bubbles from the Ogallala 
Aquifer and through a raised stream into the room, a walking bridge, teepees and an 
1857 log cabin. An interactive water display allows visitors to dam water in a 
stream, lift gates to irrigate crop areas, and divert the stream to flood a miniature 
town.  
 
The J.M. McDonald Planetarium will schedule special show times for groups. Also 
located there, the former IMAX Theatre has been upgraded to the Lied Super Screen 
Theater. Documentary and full-length feature films are shown on the five-story high 
screen to provide an incredible viewing experience.  
 
Colorful banners hang throughout the city during the summer proclaiming Hastings 
as the official birthplace of Kool-Aid. The local visitorsȭ bureau staff, 402-461-8400, 
can arrange dining experiences, tours of businesses and historic landmarks, evening 
entertainment and overnight accommodations for your group. Go back to the days 
of Kool-Aid moustaches and release your inner child at Kool -Aid Days in August. 
 
Visit Grand Island and experience pioneer life at the Stuhr Museum of the Prairie 
Pioneer , 308-385-5316, which is one of the top 10 living history museums in the 
country. You can walk through an 1890s railroad town, push a handcart on the 
Mormon Trail, learn about Great Plains American Indians at the Pawnee Earth 
Lodge, or explore the birth cottage of Oscar-winning actor Henry Fonda. A variety of 
special events are offered at the museum throughout the year.  
 
Bring some mystery to your tour! Was there an island in Nebraska? Why is Grand 
)ÓÌÁÎÄ Á ȰÔÒÁÉÎ ÈÏÔ ÓÐÏÔȩȱ 7ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ËÎÏwn Abbotts? Add a historic 

http://www.hastingsmuseum.org/
http://www.hastingsmuseum.org/
http://www.kool-aiddays.com/
http://www.stuhrmuseum.org/
http://www.stuhrmuseum.org/
http://www.stuhrmuseum.org/
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ÔÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÎÄ )ÓÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÄÁÙÓȢ 3ÅÅ 
ÆÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÆÁÒÍÓȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȱ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÏÕÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎts. The Stuhr 
Museum Gift Shop offers fantastic souvenirs and gifts. 
 
Grand Island abounds with art galleries, specialty stores and other shops where you 
can buy that hard-to-find gift or souvenir to remember your trip. Some shops you 
must make time for are Prairie Winds Art Center , 112 W. 3rd St., 308-381-4001, 
The Warehouse Gallery , 381 N. Walnut St., 308-382-8589, The Gallery , 3535 W. 
13th St., 308-382-8701, MaudiÅȭÓ 3ÔÁÉÎÅÄ 'ÌÁÓÓ, 301 W. 3rd St., 308-382-1993, 
Heart of the Country , 311 W. 3rd St., 308-382-2861, and "ÁÒÔÅÎÂÁÃÈȭÓ 'ÁÌÌÅÒÉÅÓ, 
209 N. Locust St., 308-382-7575. 
 
Witness the majestic splendor as more than 500,000 Sandhill cranes descend upon 
the Platte River in central Nebraska between mid-February and mid-March. The 
Wings over the Platte Visitor Center , 308.382.4400, is open during crane season 
and offers the best opportunity to view these impressive birds as they rest before 
continuing their journey northward. Your group tour can experience this wildlife 
phenomenon on three excellent tours provided by the Grand Island Convention & 
Visitors BureauɂSunrise, Sunset and Bridge Tours  when thousands of cranes 
leave the river each morning and return to their river roosts at night. The sight and 
sound will amaze you!  

  

http://prairiewindsart.20m.com/
http://maudiesstainedglass.com/
http://www.b-artgallery.com/wordpress/
http://www.wingsovertheplatte.com/
http://www.wingsovertheplatte.com/
http://www.wingsovertheplatte.com/
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Tour A: Pioneer Trails  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aurora is a charming community with two outstanding attractions: The Plainsman 
Museum, 210 16th St., 402-694-6531, and the Edgerton Explorit Center , 208 16th 
St., 402-694-4032. The Plainsman Museum offers Nebraska history under one roof. 
A sod house, Pony Express station, car collection ag-related exhibits and equipment, 
and an outstanding doll collection are featured. Next door, the Edgerton Explorit 
Center iÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ !ÕÒÏÒÁ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ (ÁÒÏÌÄ Ȱ$ÏÃȱ %ÄÇÅÒÔÏÎɂthe inventor of the 
ÓÔÒÏÂÅ ÌÉÇÈÔȢ 4ÈÅ %ØÐÌÏÒÉÔ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ %ÄÇÅÒÔÏÎȭÓ ×ÏÒËȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ 
many hands-on science exhibits.  
 
Good scents and good times at the Sugar Shack Country Candle Company, 223 N. 
C St., 402-224-3211, in Edgar. Spend time browsing for that perfect scent to warm 
your heart, home or office. However, candles are not all that Sugar Shack specializes 

http://www.plainsmanmuseum.org/
http://www.plainsmanmuseum.org/
http://www.plainsmanmuseum.org/
http://www.edgerton.org/
http://www.sugarshackcandles.com/

