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Day 1 
 
.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÃÉÔÙȟ /ÍÁÈÁ has a tremendous selection of group tour attractions, 
shopping experiences, historical and cultural sites, and overnight facilities. Henry 
Doorly Zoo , 3701 S. 10th St., 402-733-8401, offers a number of impressive 
attractions, such as the ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÉÎÄÏÏÒ ÒÁÉÎÆÏÒÅÓÔ, the largest aquarium 
between Chicago and San Francisco, the Desert Dome  (including a sand 
waterfall), Kingdoms of the Night  beneath the Desert Dome, and Hubbard Gorilla 
Valley . The zoo boasts an outstanding big cat collection, open-air aviary, and the 
Lozier IMAX® Theater . Orangutan Forest  boasts an impressive outdoor area and 
a renovated indoor area. Two 65-foot tall, solid concrete Banyan trees, each 
weighing more than 222,750 pounds with over 15 branches each, are entangled 
with thousands of feet of man-made vine to create a one-of-a-kind habitat designed 
especially for these intelligent animals. Your group can enjoy a tram ride around the 
zoo as well as catered meals and refreshment breaks at the Tree Tops Restaurant  
or concession stands throughout the zoo.  
 
Other attractions in the Omaha area are equally exciting. The historic Old Market 
District , 402-346-4445, is an eclectic shopping and dining district located near 
downtown Omaha that features dozens of boutiques, lodging properties, nightclubs, 
bars, cafes and upscale restaurants. The Durham Western Heritage Museum , 801 

http://www.omahazoo.com/
http://www.omahazoo.com/
http://www.omahazoo.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.dwhm.org/
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S. 10th St., 402-444-5071, is located in a restored Art Deco train station and 
showcases the history of Omaha and the Union Pacific Railroad. Joslyn Castle, 3902 
Davenport St., 402-595-2199, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÌÁÎÄÍÁÒË ÁÒÂÏÒÅÔÕÍȢ "ÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ ρωπσȟ ÔÈÉÓ 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈȟ ÆÏÕÒ-
story, 35-room house takes visitors back in time to the turn-of-the-century with its 
superb craftsmanship and decorative opulence.  
 
The Hot Shops Art Center , 1301 Nicholas St., 402-342-6452, just north of the Old 
Market, is 92,000-square-feet of art studios, showrooms and gallery space. The 
center is a first of its kind in Omaha and includes four Hot Shops (Bruning Sculpture, 
Loken Forge, Crystal Forge and Wilson Custom Tile), 44 art studios, three art 
galleries, exhibition spaces and a café/coffee shop. Hot Shops Art Center will satisfy 
the creativity of the hidden artist in everyone on your tour! Located in the heart of 
historic North Omaha, Loves Jazz & Arts Center, 2510 N. 24th St., 402-502-5291, 
showcases the wonderful history and culture that African Americans have achieved 
in the arts, music and humanities. Exciting exhibits, workshops, performances, 
educational programs and other activities highlight and explore the African 
American experience.  
 
The Joslyn Art Museum , 2200 Dodge St., 402-342-3300, is a world-class museum of 
exquisite works of art from antiquity to the present, and features European, 
American, Western American, Native American and Asian art. The museum is 
especially noted for its collection of American West art. It also is world renown for 
its collection by Swiss artist Karl Bodmer, whose watercolors and prints document 
his journey in 1832-1834 to the Missouri River frontier. El Museo Latino , 4701 S. 
25th St., 402-731-1137, highlights the important contribution that the Hispanic 
population has had on the history, culture and development of Omaha. Bilingual 
guided tours are available to groups of 10 or more.  
 
The 100-acre Lauritzen Garde ns, 100 Bancroft St., 402-346-4002, includes an 
ÁÒÂÏÒÅÔÕÍȟ ÂÉÒÄ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙȟ ÒÏÓÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÇÁÒÄÅn, herb garden, spring 
flower  walk, Victorian garden, festival garden, and woodland trail. The 5,000-
square-foot floral display hall in the visitor and education center offers year-round, 
ever-changing floral displays. A café and a gift shop also are available. The preserve 
at the Neale Woods Nature Center, 14323 Edith Marie Ave., 402-731-3140, 
includes 550 acres of forests, hilltop prairies and riverside woodlands along the 
Missouri River. Scheduled nature programs are offered, as well as stargazing at the 
Millard Observatory , 402-453-5615. The visitor center features exhibits, animal 
displays and a gift shop.  
 
Cruise up the scenic Missouri River on the River City Star Riverboat , 402-342-
7827, and afterward enjoy live jazz at 2ÉÃËȭÓ Café Boatyard, 605 N. 6th St., 402-345-
4545, located on Lewis and Clark Landing . The Heartland of America Park  
boasts an enjoyable gondola ride around the lake and a 300-foot water fountain, 
complete with a colorful evening light show. The Mormon Trail Cen ter at Winter 
Quarters , 3215 State St., 402-453-9372, in north Omaha chronicles the hardships 

http://www.joslyncastle.com/
http://www.hotshopsartcenter.com/
http://www.lovesjazzartcenter.org/
http://www.joslyn.org/
http://www.elmuseolatino.org/
http://www.omahabotanicalgardens.org/
http://www.fontenelleforest.org/
http://www.rivercitystar.com/
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faced by the Mormon Pioneers who camped in the area during the harsh winter of 
1846-47. The interpretive center offers films and state-of-the-art exhibits about the 
Mormons and their trek west. Florence Mill , 9102 N. 30th St., 402-551-1233, was 
founded in 1846 as the Mormon Winter Quarters gristmill . Now listed on the 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 0ÌÁÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÖÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÌÉÓÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ 
grain elevatÏÒ ɉρωρυɊ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÉÁÌ ÄÁÙÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 
1980s. Today it is home to the Winter Quarters Mill Museum  and Loft Gallery . 
Historic Florence  was built on the ruins of Winter Quarters, and today the mill, 
bank and depot are open during summer months and by appointment.  
 
If art and culture are your favorite pastimes, 
Omaha boasts a number of exceptional 
galleries and theatres, such as the Omaha 
Community Playhouse , 6915 Cass St., 402-
553-0800, (the largest community theatre in 
the country) and the Bemis Center for 
Contemporary Arts , 724 S. 12th St., 402-
341-7130, in the Old Market. Catch a world-
class performance at the Holland 
Performing Arts Center , 1314 Douglas-on-
the-Mall, 402-345-0202.  
 
For those in the group who feel no vacation is complete without some hard-core 
shopping, Omaha features a great selection of shops and retail outlets to suit 
ÁÎÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÔÁÓÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÍÁÌÌÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Village 
Pointe , 168th and Dodge Sts., 402-505-9773, an outdoor mall in west Omaha that 
recreates a small-town shopping district. Other equally impressive shopping 
opportunities are Nebraska Furniture Mart (ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅ ÓÔÏÒÅ 
under one roof), 700 S. 72nd St., 402-255-6327, and "ÏÒÓÈÅÉÍȭÓ (the largest jewelry 
store under one roof), 120 Regency Parkway, 402-391-0400.  
 
West Omaha is home to the world-famous &ÁÔÈÅÒ &ÌÁÎÁÇÁÎȭÓ "ÏÙÓ 4Ï×Î (renamed 
Girls and Boys Town), 137th and Dodge Sts., 402-498-1140. Boys Town, an actual 
working town, is an inspirational stop for any group tour. With prior arrangements 
step-on guides are available, often a boy or girl who lives at Boys Town. You can see 
the Oscar that Spencer Tracy won for portraying Father Flanagan, stroll through the 
ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÂÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÍÐÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ 
shop. A fun ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÏÕÒ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ Ȱ$ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ &ÁÔÈÅÒ &ÌÁÎÁÇÁÎȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ 
group tour enjoys a traditional family style dinner while portraying the life of one of 
the children who called Boys Town home. Afterward, they can go to the Wall of 
History to see the outcome of their child. A visit by Father Flanagan also is included. 
Self-guided tour information and on-site café are available.  
 
"ÅÌÌÅÖÕÅȟ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÃÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ /ÍÁÈÁ ÏÎ (ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ χυȢ 4ÈÅ Lewis 
ÁÎÄ #ÌÁÒË #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÉÖÅ !ÒÔ 7ÁÌÌ is located in Haworth Park, 402-332-

http://www.historicflorence.org/
http://www.omahaplayhouse.com/
http://www.omahaplayhouse.com/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
http://www.omahaperformingarts.org/
http://www.omahaperformingarts.org/
http://www.omahaperformingarts.org/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://nfm.com/
http://www.borsheims.com/
http://www.girlsandboystown.org/



