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Tour 1: Day Tours from Omaha
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tremendous selection of group tour
attractions, shopping experiences, historical
and cultural sites, and overnight facilities.
Henry Doorly Zoo , 3701 S. 10 St., 402733-
8401, offers a number of impressive
attractions, such as thexT O1 A6O |1 AOCA O«
indoor rainforest , the largest aquarium
between Chicago and San Francisco, the
Desert Dome (including a sand waterfall),
Kingdoms of the Night beneath the Desert Dome, andHubbard Gorilla Valley .
The zoo boasts an outanding big cat collection, operair aviary, and the Lozier
IMAX® Theater . Orangutan Forest boasts an impressive outdoor area and a
renovated indoor area. Two 65foot tall, solid concrete Banyan trees, each weighing
more than 222,750 pounds with over 15 banches each, are entangled with
thousands of feet of mammade vine to create a on@f-a-kind habitat designed
especially for these intelligent animals. Your group can enjoy a tram ride around the
zoo as well as catered meals and refreshment breaks at thieee Tops Restaurant

or concession stands throughout the zoo.

Other attractions in the Omaha area are equally exciting. The histori@gld Market

District , 402-346-4445, is an eclectic shopping and dining distct located near

downtown Omaha that features dozens of boutiques, lodging properties, nightclubs,

bars, cafes and upscale restaurants. THgurham Western Heritage Museum , 801

S. 100 St., 402444-5071, is located in a rewred Art Deco train station and

showcases the history of Omaha and the Union Pacific Railroddslyn Castle, 3902

Davenport St., 402595-2199, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places
andisthestO A6 O AEOOO EEOOI OEA |1 AT Ai AOE AOAT OAOOI
story, 35-room house takes \&itors back in time to the turn-of-the-century with its

superb craftsmanship and decorative opulence.

The Hot Shops Art Center, 1301 Nicholas St., 40342-6452, just north of the Old
Market, is 92,000square-feet of art studios, showrooms and gallery space. The
center is a first of its kind in Omaha and includes four Hot Shops (Bruning Sculpture,
Loken Fome, Crystal Forge and Wilson Custom Tile), 44 art studios, three art
galleries, exhibition spaces and a café/coffee shop. Hot Shops Art Center will satisfy
the creativity of the hidden artist in everyone on your tour! Located in the heart of
historic North Omaha,Loves Jazz & Arts Center, 2510 N. 24 St., 402502-5291,
showcases the wonderful history and culture that African Americans have achieved
in the arts, music and humanities. Exciting exhibits, worksips, performances,



http://www.omahazoo.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.oldmarketomaha.com/
http://www.dwhm.org/
http://www.joslyncastle.com/
http://www.hotshopsartcenter.com/
http://www.lovesjazzartcenter.org/
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educational programs and other activities highlight and explore the African
American experience.

The Joslyn Art Museum, 2200 Dodge St., 40342-3300, is a world-class museum of
exquisite works of at from antiquity to the present, and features European,
American, Western American, Native American and Asian art. The museum is
especially noted for its collection of American West art. It also is world renown for
its collection by Swiss artist Karl Bodme whose watercolors and prints document
his journey in 1832-1834 to the Missouri River frontier. El Museo Latino, 4701 S.
25t St., 402731-1137, highlights the important contribution that the Hispanic
population has had on the history, culture and development of Omahailingual
guided tours are available to groups of 10 or more.

The 100-acre Lauritzen Gardens, 100 Bancroft St., 402846-4002, includes an

AOAT OAOOI h AEOA OAT AOOGAOUm, h&t gaklenCspringd AT h  AE
flower walk, Victorian garden, festival garden and woodland trail. The 5,000

square-foot floral display hall in the visitor and education center offers yearound,

ever-changing floral displays. A café and a gift shop also aevailable. The preserve

at the Neale Woods Nature Center, 14323 Edith Marie Ave., 40231-3140,

includes 550 acres of forests, hilltop prailes and riverside woodlands along the

Missouri River. Scheduled nature programs are offered, as well as stargazing at the

Millard Observatory , 402-453-5615. The visitor center features exhibits, animal

displays and a gift shop.

Cruise up the scenic Misaari River on the River City Star Riverboat , 402-342-

7827, and afterward enjoy live jazza2 EAE 8 O # A /605 N.i&A5Q WoR3a5:

4545, located onLewis and Clark Landing . The Heartland of America Park

boasts an enjoyable gondola ride around the lake and a 3G0ot water fountain,

complete with a colorful evening light show. TheMormon Trail Center at Winter

Quarters, 3215 State St., 402453-9372, in north Omaha chronicles the hardships

faced by the MormonPioneers who camped in the area during the harsh winter of

1846-47. The interpretive center offers films and stateof-the-art exhibits about the

Mormons and their trek west. Florence Mill , 9102 N. 3@ St., 402551-1233, was

founded in 1846 as theMormon W inter Quarters gristmill . Now listed on the

. AOGETT Al 2ACEOOAO T &£ (EOOI OEA 01 AARAO AT A 3 A
COAET Al AOGAOI O jpwpuq OAOOAA E£AOI AOO AOOET ¢
1980s. Today it is home to théVNinter Quar ters Mill Museum and Loft Gallery .

Historic Florence was built on the ruins of Winter Quarters, and today the mill,

bank and depot are open during summer months and by appointment.

If art and culture are you favorite pastimes, Omaha boasts a number of exceptional
galleries and theatres, such as th®maha Community Playhouse, 6915 Cass St.,
402-553-0800, (the largest community theatre in the country) and theBemis
Center for Contemporary Arts , 724 S. 12 St., 402341-7130, in the Old Market.



http://www.joslyn.org/
http://www.elmuseolatino.org/
http://www.omahabotanicalgardens.org/
http://www.fontenelleforest.org/
http://www.rivercitystar.com/
http://www.historicflorence.org/
http://www.omahaplayhouse.com/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
http://www.bemiscenter.org/
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Catch a worldclass performance atthe Holland Performing Arts Center , 1314
Douglason-the-Mall, 402-345-0202.

For those in the group who feel no vacation is complete without some haicbre

shopping, Omaha features a great selection of shops and retail outlets to suit
ATUTTABO OAOOA Al A AOA Cliopphg malisAsuch Bafillige EO ET | A
Pointe, 168" and Dodge Sts., 40805-9773, an outdoor mall in west Omaha that

recreates a smakltown shopping district. Other equally impressive shopping

opportunities are Nebraska Furniture Mart (OEA 1T AOET 1860 1 AOCAOO A
under one roof), 700 S. 7% St., 402255-6327, and"_[_O O E Atkel lavgbst jewelry

store under one roof), 120 Regency Parkay, 402391-0400.

West Omaha is home to the worldlamous& AOEA O &1 Al A CA(fedaed" T UO 417 >
Girls and Boys Town), 137 and Dodge Sts., 40298-1140. Boys Town, an actual

working town, is an inspirational stop for any group tour. With prior arrangements

step-on guides are available, often a boy or girl who lives at Boys Town. You can see

the Oscar that Spencer Tracy won for portraying Father Flanagan, stroll through the

garden inspired by the Bible, and se®€ EA x1T Ol A6O 1 AOCAOO AAT T 1 ¢
shop. AfunCOT 6P OI 6O 1 bbbl OOOT EOU EO OS$EITTAO xEOE
group tour enjoys a traditional family style dinner while portraying the life of one of

the children who called Boys Town home. fferward, they can go to the Wall of

History to see the outcome of their child. A visit by Father Flanagan also is included.

Selfguided tour information and on-site café are available.

"AT T AOOAh . AAOAOGEAS O OEEOA 1 AOGATGebewSEOU EO (
AT A #1 AOE #EEI AOAT & Ois IpchtédAn0-BvaAnCPa®, 4023300 7 Al |
5999, along the Missouri River in Bellevue. The many stories of the Lewis and Clark

expedition are told in art through the eyes of children from across the counyr

South of OmahaFontenelle Forest Nature
Center, 1111 N. Bellevue Blvd., 407Z31-
3140, shows evidence of diverse America
Indian cultures with 70 known sites of |
Indian lodges and mounds from the pFAy
Nebraska Phase culture of 11001400 A.D.
The forest also boasts more than 1,400 acres
of woods, wetlands and waterways with
deep ravines, loess ridges, more than 4dQ
varieties of trees, and more than 200 species

of birds along 17 miles of walking paths. Th&atheri ne and Fred Buffett Forest

Learning Center is a beautiful facility that features permanent historical and

AEEI AOAT 80 A@QEEAEO CAI 1 AOEAOh ETAI OAET C 1 Ax
Trail. The National Park Service declared Fontenelle Forest in IBue an official

site on the National Historic Lewis & Clark Trail.



http://www.omahaperformingarts.org/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://www.villagepointeshopping.com/
http://nfm.com/
http://www.borsheims.com/
http://www.girlsandboystown.org/
http://www.fontenelleforest.org/
http://www.fontenelleforest.org/
http://www.fontenelleforest.org/
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Tour A: The Pathfinder Tour
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Enjoy the view along theLewis and Clark Scenic Byway as you make your way to
Fort Calhoun andEort Atkinson State Historical Park , 402-468-5611. It is one of
the first established and largest parks in the Great Plains region, and offers visitors
many funfilled living history demonstrations. Lewis and Clark had their first
meeting with American Indians at Council Bluff during their exploration up the
Missouri River. Taste Nebraska wines and experience a little history and art in the
1904 brick building that housesToo Far North , 111 N. 14 St., 402468-9463. Wine

is available by the ounce, glass or bottle, as are custamade labels for all occasions.

Nebraska and lowa shareDeSoto National Wildlife Refuge , 402-533-4455.
Located near Blair, Neb., the refuge is a great place to vidissouri River wildlife.
1101 1T AAOGAA ET OEA OAAEOCAB8O OEOEONI O
artifacts from the SteamboatBertrand , which sank in the Missouri Rive in 1865.
More than one million artifacts were recovered from the wreckage, and many are in

remarkable condition to this day.

Fremont has a great selection of antique shops in its historic downtown district, and
a lovely county museum the Louis E. May Museum? is housed in a stately
mansion, 1643 N. Nye Ave., 40221-4515. After spending time shopping and
visiting the museum, climb aboard theEremont & Elkhorn Valley Railroad , 1835
N. Somers Ave., 40Z27-0615, for a picturesque 16mile ride through northeast
Nebraska in a diesel powered train. The tour includes a hatour stop in Nickerson.
Between May and October, you can depart on an exciting tvmur journey. Caboose
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http://www.fortatkinsononline.org/
http://toofarnorthwine.com/
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/DeSoto
http://www.connectfremont.org/CLUB/DCHS_MAY.HTM
http://www.fremontrailroad.com/

