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Day 1

Sixteen communities along the Lewis and Clark Trail have joined together to create
a unique and fun group tour activityy the Private George Shannon Trail . George
Shannon was the youngest and most educated of the Corps of Discovery.
Unfortunately, he also was the only one to be lost for 16 days in present day
northeast Nebraska. To commemorate this, communities and two tribes in
northeast Nebraska created 12 lifesize, handcarved Lewis and Clark statues. Stop
in any businesses along the trail that diglay a bright yellow Shannon sign to pick up
your passport and stamps to start enjoying the trail. As your group visits these
communities, they have their passport stamped. Once they have collected all 12
Private Shannon stamps and 1 Lewis and Clark stamhey will receive a beautiful
limited edition print of Private Shannon to remember their time along the Shannon
Trail. The communities along the Shannon Trail are Bloomfield, Crofton, Lindy,
Santee, Niobrara, Verdigre, Winnetoon, Center, Creighton, Wauddartington,
Wynot and Verdel.
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Enjoy aripOT AOET 8 i@ Ndpés at @EWhke Horse Ranch, 402-832-5560,
where the American White Horse is bred. A museum and guided tour will thrill your
group and give them an upclose view of ranch life in Nebraska.

Located along theOutlaw Trail Scenic Byway (Highway 12), Lynch is home taOld
Baldy, 402-569-3143, which served as a historical landmark for riverboats. In 1804,
the Lewis and Clark Expedition stopped here and saw its first prairie dog village.
Make sure you stop in town to buy one of the famous Lynch Dawygs stuffed toy
prairie dog? developedfor the 2004 Lewis and Clark Commemoration.

Located at the confluence of the Niobrara
and Missouri rivers, Niobrara had to be
moved twice to higher ground due to
Al TTAETC8 , OAEEI U UI
have to worry about high water as they
explore what Niobrara has to offer. The
Kreycik Riverview Elk Ranch , 88971 517
Ave., 402857-3850, southwest of Niobrara
State Park, is a fun place to encounte
wildlife close up. Load your group into a
covered wagon for an empyable ride around the picturesque ranch to see majestic
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variety of buffalo-related products, clothing, and food, such as tasty buffalo jerky (if
you like it a little spicy, try the jalapefio flavor).

Niobrara State Park , 89261 522 Ave., 40B57-3373, offers your group tour a wide
variety of outdoor experiences, such as picnicking, swimming, boating, hiking on 14
miles of trails, fishing, horseback trail riding and wildlife watching. The J. Alan
Cramer Interpretive Center , 402-857-3373, offers an exceptnal view of the park
and highlights the history and people of the area. If you sit between Memorial and
Labor Days, make sure to attend the buffalo cookout. With prior arrangements, your
tour can experience the history and natural wonders of the MissouRiver on the
Upper Missouri River Float Trip _, which follows the same path as Lewis and Clark
200 years ago.

The Ponca Earthlodge and Ponca Tribal Museum , 2543 Park Ave., 40:857-3519,
display the rich culture and heritage of the Ponca Tribe and their influence on this
region of Nebraska. The museum displays artifacts from Ponca history, American
Indian artwork, tribal archive photographs and a gift shop hat specializes in
American Indian artwork. Located in the Powwow area, th&onca Native Garden
contains many varieties of plants that were used by the ancestral Ponca, such as
maize, squash, beans, pumpkins, sunflowers, strawberries, saged watermelon.
An outer area of the garden includes plants that were beneficial to the Ponca Tribe
and wildlife, such as buffalo berries, sweet potatoes, ground cherrieand wild
plums.



http://www.whitehorseranchnebraska.com/
http://www.nebraskaelktours.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=126
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/floattrip.asp
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See if Lady Luck is smiling on you at th@hiya Casino, 52946 Highway 12, 402857-
3860, on the Santee Reservation. Located a few miles east of Niobrara, this 12;000
square-foot casino is owned and operated by the Santee Tribe. You can purchase
authentic American Indian jewelry, blankets and other crafts. Adjacent to the casino
is the Ohiya Casino Café which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. A weekend
buffet and Sunday brunch are offered during the spring, summer and fall months.
So, @t out your bucks and start having fun! As you travel across the reservation, you
will go through the Nebraska Everglades where the highway is lined on both sides
by marshes and water.

place for your group to spend an afternoon relaxing on the spacious front porch.

This beautiful hotel has been restored into a bed and breakfast, while the restaurant

is able to accommodate group tours for full meals or afternoon teas. Spend time

downstairs singing along with the player piano in the restored speakeasy tavern.

'TA AT160 & OCAO 01 AOGE Ui 60 EI 6O AAT 6O OEA
time at the Jolene Steffen Studio, 55472 888" Road, 402357-3740, near

Constance, east of Crofton. Her art reflects the things that mean the most to her

wide-open sky, rolling hills, beautiful wildflowers , garden flowers, children, animals,

creeks and pastoral northeast Nebraska scenes. The vividness and quality of
*T1TATA80 x1T OEO O001I U xEII Al AUA Ul OA o1 OOl
everyone, with most prices ranging from $30 to more than $500 fothe larger

pieces.

I TA T &£ . AAOAOELedi©and GatkTdkO, s lotated iA diewis and
Clark State Recreation Area, 402-388-4169, 7 miles north of Crofton on Highway
121. This is a prime area for bird watching, especially for bald eaglédl/inter is a
great time to visit when frigid temperatures freeze the lake and provide great
opportunities for ice fishing, skating, and snowmobiling. The Corps of Engineers
operates a power generation plant atGavins Point Dam, 402-667-7873, and the
Lewis and Clark Visitor Center , 10 miles north on Highway 12, 402667-2546.
Tours of the power plant are given Memorial Day through Labor Day.

Listed on the Nebraska Survey of Historic PlaceBow View Farm , 88664 550 Ave.,
402-388-4798, offers your tour a glimpse into the rural way of life. A historical

xAl EET ¢ OI 600 T £# OEA EAOI 60 AOEI AET CO AT A A
Trail are two activities awaiting your group tour. An onfarm store is located in a

historic 1916 barn where you can purchase homeaised black oil sunflower

birdseed, wild birdseed, birdfeeders, postcards, and other items. 1 mile west of

Crofton on Highway 12 and 3% miles south on 550 Ave.

The Corps of Discovery Welcome Center, 402-667-6557, in South Yankton is
located at the intersection of two historic transportation route® the Lewis and
Clark Trail and the ParAmerican Highway (Highway 81). The visitor center basts
a gorgeous view of the Missouri River and the surrounding countryside from the
scenic overlook. Other features of the center include interpretive panels that
recount the story of Lewis and Clark, an art galleryand a gift shop full of Nebraska



http://www.jolenesteffen.com/
http://www.heartlandexperience.com/bowviewindex.html
http://www.crofton-ne.com/discover.htm
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made products. With advance scheduling, tours from the visitor center to area
attractions can be arranged.

Prairie Blossom Trails , 55582 887 Road, 402357-3702, near Fordyce is one of the

few places in the country that graze Scottish Highland cattle. On your tour of the

farm, you can get a firsthand view of these unique looking creatures, walk trails

made by pioneer wagons of the p&t, or simply take in the breathtaking pasture
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offered between May 1 and October 31. Directions: (A)

3 miles south ofHighways 81 and 12 junction, turn east

on 887 Road, % of a mile and south 1/3 of a mile; (B) 5

miles north to 887 Road from Pleasant Valley Store at

Highways 81 and 84 junction.

Spend some time with certified organic farmers at
-AOO AT A %A5995 Highweyl 12, 402357-
cpun T AAO &I OAUAA8 910 xi1860 £
preservatives here! These lifelong farmers raise a
variety of organic vegetables and grains, such as corn,
oats with sweet clover, alfalfa, turnips, soybeans and
hay. You also can spend some time watching the many
critters they raise? dairy cows and calves, herds of cattle, hens, turkeys, geese, hogs,
Angora goats, and Guinea fowl. Tours are provided from May 1 tOctober 1.
Directions: (A) 4 miles east and south of intersection of Highways 81 and 12; (B)
north of Hartington, 3 miles west and south from intersection of Highways 12 and
57.

Grape growing and wine production facilities are sprouting up all over Nebrés.

Nissen Brothers Vineyards , 88560 566 Ave., 40254-3426, near Bow Valley isa

sevenacre family owned vineyard Spend time with the owners learning about the
process of growing grapesfor wine. Directions: 3 miles north of Hartington on
Highway 57 and 886 Road, then 2% miles east to 566 Ave., then south %2 mile.

Located 2 miles east of Wynot off Highway 15t. James Marketplace, 89039 570

Ave., 402357-ccomth EO 11T AAOAA ET A EEOOI OEAAI OAE
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snack. A variety of historical exhibits also are on display. If your tour comes through

in late September, plan to stay for the Heritage Fest. Inquire from the ladies at the

marketplace about taking a side trip onRattlesnake Road? one of the most

breathtaking backcountry roads in the region. ThéViseman Monument along the

road recounts a chillig pioneer murder story. Note: The monument and scenic

drive are via dirt roads, and no services are available



http://www.heartlandexperience.com/prairieblossomindex.html
http://www.heartlandexperience.com/marvandevsfarmindex.html
http://www.heartlandexperience.com/vineyardindex.html
http://www.stjamesmarketplace.com/

