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A Tour of Western Nebraska  
 

 

Day 1 

 
Nestled between the picturesque 
Pine Ridge, 308-432-4401, to the 
south and the immense and wide-
open High Plains country to the 
north and west, Chadron enjoys 
one of the most scenic locations of 
any Nebraska town. This 
community of more than 5,000 
people and the surrounding area 
boast excellent attractions and 
tourism services to keep your 
group happy and wanting to come 
back for more! Established in 1926, 
Chadron State Park , 308-432-
φρφχȟ ÉÓ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ state park 
and full of outstanding group 
activities, such as paddleboats, black powder demonstrations, hiking and 
sightseeing. The park is nestled within towering pine trees and rugged buttes, 
affording group tours with ample photo opportunities. Services can be provided to 
groups for meals and meetings. Advance notice is required for groups.  
 
The Museum of the Fur Trade , 6321 Highway 20, 308-432-3843, is located just 
outside Chadron. This one-of-a-kind facility displays artifacts from the lucrative fur-
trading industry that was once a thriving business in northwest Nebraska in the 
early 1800s. The Bordeaux Trading Post, built in 1837, stands on the museum 
grounds and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=42
http://www.furtrade.org/
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Attractions in Chadron include the Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center , 
1000 Main St., 308-432-6401, located on the campus of Chadron State College. The 
center is dedicated to the study of Nebraska and High Plains culture, literature and 
ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 4ÈÅ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 2ÏÏÍ ÈÏÓÔÓ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÁÎÄÏÚȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÅÍÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
Dawes County Historical Museum , 341 Country Club Road, 308-432-4999, shares 
the story of the area throughout several buildings of the museum complex, such as 
an original log house and barn, schoolhouse and railroad caboose. 
 
Come to Alliance for the next best thing to Stonehenge. Carhenge, 308-762-1520, is 
ÏÎÅ ÏÆ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÃÒÁÃËÅÒÊÁÃË ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÉÒÒÅÄ ÍÕÃÈ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÙ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔÓ 
creation in 1987. An exact replica of the world-famous Stonehenge in England, 
Carhenge uses old cars in place of stones. The project was the brainchild of architect 
Jim Reinders. He and his family gathered for a family reunion in Alliance and wanted 
ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÏ 2ÅÉÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȢ *ÉÍ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ 
Europe and studied Stonehenge at great length. In 1987, he returned to his family 
farm and constructed Carhenge. At first it met with mixed reactions from local 
residents; however, Carhenge has now become a national sensation and a unique 
Nebraska attraction.  
 
Alliance ÈÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ 
historical museumsɂthe Knight 
Museum of High Plains Heritage , 
908 Yellowstone Ave., 308-762-2384. 
A variety of displays interpret the 
history of the city and the importance 
that the railroad played in its growth.  
 
The Carnegie Arts Center , 204 W. 4th 
St., 308-762-4571, features local and 
regional artists, gifts and a sculpture 
garden. Sallows Conservatory and Arboretum , 308-762-2384, features tropical 
and sub-tropical plants, and walking paths wind through the flower displays of the 
Sunken Gardens. Downtown Alliance offers a variety of shopping and dining 
opportunities. Step back in time to a slower, more relaxed pace at DobbyȭÓ &ÒÏÎÔÉÅÒ 
Town , 320 E. 25th St., 308-762-4321. This recreation of a turn-of-the-century 
×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÔÏ×Î ÂÏÁÓÔÓ Á ÈÏÍÅÓÔÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ ÃÁÂÉÎȟ ÍÅÒÃÁÎÔÉÌÅȟ ÂÏÏÔÌÅÇÇÅÒȭÓ ÃÁÂÉÎȟ ÐÏÓÔ 
office, jail, baled straw house, and much, much more.  
 
Sweet Sage Spice and Gourmet Shoppe , 806 Box Butte Ave., 308-487-5599, in 
Hemingford, 20 miles northwest of Alliance on Highway 2, is an old-fashioned 
variety store with a full line of antiques, collectibles, candles and art from local 
artists.  
 
Ȱ4Ï×ÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓȱ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÏÎÅ ÐÉoneer described Chimney Rock near 
Bayardɂthe most recognized landmark along the Oregon Trail. At the base of the 

http://www.csc.edu/sandoz
http://www.chadron.com/memberpages/dchm/
http://www.carhenge.com/
http://www.visitboxbutte.com/knight_museum.htm
http://www.visitboxbutte.com/knight_museum.htm
http://www.visitboxbutte.com/knight_museum.htm
http://www.carnegieartscenter.com/
http://www.dobbysfrontiertown.com/
http://www.dobbysfrontiertown.com/



