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Day 1 

 
Sidney is home to 
#ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓɂÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 
largest outdoor outfitter, 
115 Cabela Dr., 308-254-
7889. This Nebraska-based 
international mail -order 
business started as a 
home-based business 
selling fishing lures 
through the mail. Today 
#ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓ Èas a mailing list 
of more than three million 
people from around the 
globe, and visitors to 
Sidney can shop in the 
giant retail store located 
along Interstate 80. 
"ÁÒÇÁÉÎ ÈÕÎÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÓÔÏÒÅȭÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÐÉÅÃÅ ÉÓ Á ÇÉÁÎÔ ÍÁÎ-made mountain featuring dozens of mounted 
animals climbing to its peak. Dining and restroom facilities are available.  
 
$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ 3ÉÄÎÅÙȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÔ Fort Sidney Museum and Post 
#ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ (ÏÍÅ, 1153 6th Ave., 308-254-2150. Fort Sidney was originally 
constructed to protect Union Pacific Railroad workers from Sioux, Cheyenne and 
Arapahoe Indians who were opposed to the railroad running through their territory.  
 
No stop in Sidney is complete without spending some quality shopping time at 
Cabin Country Designs, 664 Glover Rd., 308-254-4511. Wooden carvings, beautiful 
pieces of art, high-quality wooden furniture, crafts, antique painted windows, and 

http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.cabincountrydesigns.com/
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more gift ideas than you can shake a stick at are at your fingertips. Even better is 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÓÔÉÃËÅÒ ÓÈÏÃËɂbig city quality and value, but small town prices!  
 
Spend time getting better acquainted with your green thumb at 2ÉÃËÙ ÁÎÄ ,ÕÃÙȭÓ 
Country Greenhouse , 11732 Road 32, 308-254-2204. All perennials, annual plants, 
herbs, and vegetables are organically grown at the greenhouse, which means a 
happier you and a healthier environment. Learn the art of processing fresh herbs 
and spices before heading out to the orchards to pick your own fruit and vegetables. 
Nothing tastes better than when you pick it yourself! 
 
Highways 92 and 26 follow the Oregon, Mormon and Pony Express Trails, and were 
the first stretches of highway designated as an official Nebraska Scenic Bywayɂthe 
Western Tr ails Scenic and Historic Byway . Along the way your group will begin 
to notice unusual rock formations along the horizon. When pioneers crossed 
Nebraska, there was little more than flat prairie stretching before them for weeks on 
end. You can imagine their excitement when they started to see a noticeable change 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ Ô×Ï ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÁÒÅ Courthouse and 
Jail Rocks, 308-586-2581 (Chimney Rock Visitors Center), located on Highway 88 
south of Highways 92 and 26. They were so named because of their similarity to 
courthouses and jail buildings back east. Note: No staff or tourist facilities are 
available at the site.  
 
No trip to Bridgeport is complete without sampling some of the best pastries and 
desserts in western Nebraska. The Sweet Things Bakery , 308-262-1024, in 
downtown Bridgeport is bound to satisfy even the most discriminating palates with 
its mouthwatering sweets. 
 
Ȱ4Ï×ÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓȱ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÏÎÅ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒ 
described Chimney Rock near Bayardɂthe 
most recognized landmark along the Oregon 
Trail. At the base of the spire, the Chimney 
Rock National Historic Site V isitors Center , 
308-586-2581, offers visitors fascinating 
stories from pioneer diaries about their trek 
westward. An audio-visual presentation and 
an impressive gift shop are on site.  
 
To experience what it was like as a pioneer, nothing compares to the Oregon Trail 
Wagon Train , 308-586-1850, one mile from Chimney Rock. Put on your best 
western duds and step back in time to the 1850s as your group boards a Conestoga 
wagon train for a bumpy ride alongside actual wagon ruts. Your group will enjoy 
campfire songs, stories and the most mouth-watering meal prepared over an open 
ÆÉÒÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÁÙ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÌÌÕÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ #ÈÉÍÎÅÙ 2ÏÃË ÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÕÐ 
the night. Reservations required.  
 

http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.bridgeportneb.com/Sites/courthouseRock/courthouse_and_jail_rock.htm
http://www.bridgeportneb.com/Sites/courthouseRock/courthouse_and_jail_rock.htm
http://www.bridgeportneb.com/Sites/courthouseRock/courthouse_and_jail_rock.htm
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/rock
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/rock
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/rock
http://www.oregontrailwagontrain.com/
http://www.oregontrailwagontrain.com/
http://www.oregontrailwagontrain.com/
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Welcome to ScottÓÂÌÕÆÆȾ'ÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4×ÉÎ #ÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 7ÅÓÔ ÏÆ 'ÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ 
Scotts Bluff National Monument , 308-436-4340, a prominent landmark used by 
American Indians and pioneers along the Oregon and Mormon Trails. A drive (or 
hike along the 1.6 mile Saddle Rock Trail) to the top of the monument allows a 
tremendous view of the entire North Platte River Valley. Wagon ruts are still visible 
at the base of the monument, and a gift shop and museum are located in the visitor 
center ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÒÅ 
featured.  
 
Explore the history of farm and ranch 
equipment with vintage horse-drawn and 
steam-powered engines in the Farm and 
Ranch Museum, 2930 M St., 308-436-
1989. If your group tour comes during the 
third weekend in September, make plans 
to watch live demonstrations of various 
farming equipment during the annual 
Harvest Festival.  
 
Enjoy pine-covered canyons and rugged rock buttes at the Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, 308-436-3777, a short drive south of Gering. Nestled within the Wildcat 
Hills , the nature center is located in one of the most beautiful regions of Nebraska. 
An abundance of native wildlife can be enjoyed from the information centerȭÓ ÄÅÃË 
or along the more than three miles of hiking trails throughout the park.  
 
Two museums in Gering that are worth visiting are the Wyo-braska Museum of 
Natural History , 850 U St., 308-436-7104, which houses more than 300 mounted 
zoological specimens from around the world; and the North Platte Valley  Museum, 
308-436-5411, which chronicles the history of the area through a variety of 
impressive displays, including a sod house, one-room schoolhouse, and agricultural 
equipment from bygone days.  
 
The main lines of the western migratory trails converged at Robidoux Pass. Today, 
you can visit the reconstructed Robidoux Trading Post  in beautiful Carter Canyon, 
ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ 'ÅÒÉÎÇȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÁÃËÓÍÉÔÈ ÓÈÏÐ ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒ ÇÒÁÖÅÓ ÎÅÁÒ 
the trading post. Contact the Gering Convention and Visitors Bureau for tour 
information: 308-436-6886. The trading post is located on a dirt road, and no 
services are available along the road or at the site. 
 
Across the North Platte River, Scottsbluff boasts a very impressive arts centerɂthe 
West Nebraska Arts Center , 106 E. 18th St., 308-632-2226. It features a variety of 
artistic activities, including a gallery and gift shop that sells locally made gifts.  
 
The Riverside Zoo , 1600 S. Beltline Highway West, 308-630-6236, is an impressive 
facility that features more than 300 animals representing 97 animal species from 

http://www.nps.gov/scbl
http://www.farmandranchmuseum.com/
http://www.farmandranchmuseum.com/
http://www.farmandranchmuseum.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=193
http://www.wyobraskawildlifemuseum.com/
http://www.wyobraskawildlifemuseum.com/
http://www.npvm.org/
http://www.geringtourism.com/robidoux.php
http://www.nebraskarts.com/wnac/aboutus.php
http://www.riversidezoo.com/

