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Day 1 

 
Sidney is home to #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓɂÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÏÕÔÆÉÔÔÅÒȟ ρρυ #ÁÂÅÌÁ $ÒȢȟ 
308-254-7889. This Nebraska-based international mail-order business started as a 
home-based business selling fishing lures ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌȢ 4ÏÄÁÙ #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓ Èas a 
mailing list of more than three million people from around the globe, and visitors to 
Sidney can shop in the giant retail store located along Interstate 80. Bargain hunters 
and outdoor enthusiasts will have a great tiÍÅ ÁÔ #ÁÂÅÌÁȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÅȭÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÐÉÅÃÅ ÉÓ 
a giant man-made mountain featuring dozens of mounted animals climbing to its 
peak. Dining and restroom facilities are available.  
 
$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ 3ÉÄÎÅÙȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÔ Fort Sidney Museum and Post 
CommanderȭÓ (ÏÍÅ, 1153 6th Ave., 308-254-2150. Fort Sidney was originally 
constructed to protect Union Pacific Railroad workers from Sioux, Cheyenne and 
Arapahoe Indians who were opposed to the railroad running through their territory.  
 

http://www.cabelas.com/


 Tour 12: Lakes and Prairies of Southwestern Nebraska 
 

 
2 

No stop in Sidney is complete without spending some quality shopping time at 
Cabin Country Designs, 664 Glover Rd., 308-254-4511. Wooden carvings, beautiful 
pieces of art, high-quality wooden furniture, crafts, antique painted windows, and 
more gift ideas than you can shake a stick at are at your fingertips. Even better is 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÓÔÉÃËÅÒ ÓÈÏÃËɂbig city quality and value, but small town prices!  
 
Spend time getting better acquainted with your green thumb at 2ÉÃËÙ ÁÎÄ ,ÕÃÙȭÓ 
Country Greenhouse , 11732 Road 32, 308-254-2204. All perennials, annual plants, 
herbs, and vegetables are organically grown at the greenhouse, which means a 
happier you and a healthier environment. Learn the art of processing fresh herbs 
and spices before heading out to the orchards to pick your own fruit and vegetables. 
Nothing tastes better than when you pick it yourself! 
 
Once a bustling cowboy town with a 
very colorful reputation, Ogallala now is 
a family-friendly town that embraces its 
colorful western past. Be sure to make 
time to visit Front Street , 519 E. 1st St., 
308-284-6000, to watch The Crystal 
Palace Revue and Shoot Outɂ
.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÅÓÔ-running summer 
theatre. Belly up to the bar for a 
sarsaparilla or other beverage to wet 
your whistle while you watch showgirls and desperados perform. Plan a visit to the 
Petrified Wood Gallery , 525 E. 1st St., 308-284-9996, after the show. This natural 
history gallery specializes in ancient woods, fossils and American Indian artifacts. 
The Ogallala/Keith County Tourism Office, 204 East A St, 308-284-4066, can arrange 
a visit to legendary Boot Hill  and the stately Mansion on the Hill .  
 
Ogallala ÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ Ȱ"ÉÇ -ÁÃȱ ÏÒ Lake McConaughyɂthe largest inland lake in the 
region, 308-284-ψψππȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁËÅ ÉÓ Á ×ÁÔÅÒ ÌÏÖÅÒȭÓ paradise and offers white sand 
beaches, excellent fishing and relaxing lounges on a boat in the middle of the water. 
The Lake McConaughy Visitor/Water Interpretive Center , 308-284-8800, is 
.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÍÕÓÅÕÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
past, present and future. With advance notice, the Ogallala/Keith County Tourism 
Office can arrange a beach party, boat rides and a tour of Kingsley Dam . From late 
December to early March, the Bald Eagle Viewing Center , 308-284-2332, is open 
below the dam, and is one of the best locations in the region to view these 
magnificent birds. 
 
View one of the largest, privately held lilac collections in the countryɂThe Lilacs of 
Meadowlark Hill , 308-284-2524. 4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÉÓ -ÁÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Ȱ,ÉÌÁÃ 4ÉÍÅȟȱ 
when the air is heavy with the perfume wafting from these beautiful flowers.  
 

http://www.cabincountrydesigns.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.rickyandlucysgreenhouse.com/
http://www.megavision.net/frontstreet/
http://www.petrifiedwoodgallery.com/
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/parks/guides/parksearch/showpark.asp?Area_No=99
http://www.cnppid.com/



